MATUL 505 Building Faith Communities in the city
(3credits)

Course Purpose
Within this programme the church is understood to be a central agent in the task of community transformation. The course aims to equip students to re-envision models of church which embrace holistic models of ministry and enable urban community transformation.  Students will develop skills and knowledge to work with grassroots churches and to plant holistic communities of faith which will have a transforming impact on their neighbourhood. 

Expected Learning Outcomes: By the end of the course students will be able to:
Cognitive
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the models and strategies of urban church planting which result in holistic and sustainable faith communities.
2. Demonstrate an ability to reflect theologically on the role of the church as a transforming community.
3. Manifest an understanding of the implications of the specific nature of the African urban context for church planting and church growth.
Affective
4. Demonstrate a commitment to the growth and development of a church in the context of an informal settlement.
Skills
5. Ability to implement action steps from the course that  contribute to the expansion of a slum based church. 

Course Content
The church and the Kingdom – theological perspectives; The Church in the African city; current trends of church growth in urban Africa; the church as an agent of community transformation; the marks of a healthy church; churches of the poor – base Christian communities, African Pentecostal churches, African independent churches in the urban context; the church and the informal economy; Incarnation and ministry; Strategies and stages of urban church planting; developing ministry teams; sustainable models of ministry in an urban poor context.

Teaching methodology: A variety of methods including discussions, exercises, community based activities; videos; case studies; media; role plays; lectures; will be applied. Active participation of all students is encouraged. 

Instructional materials/equipment: White board markers, White board, LCD Projector, Lap top, Videos, Flip Charts, Posters, Newspaper cuttings

Student Assessment:  Through a written integrated project of 3,000 This project will be part of the continuous assessment and it will be marked out of 40 and the exam out of 60.
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